They say that moving is one of the top three most stressful
events in your life, following only divorce and death. But
good advice and proper planning will reduce the stress of
your next move. A great first step is to register at the Oak
Park Regional Housing Center to find your next rental
home in Oak Park. At the Housing Center, you can receive
a wealth of information about renting in Oak Park and
gain access to community resources. When you’re ready
to move, the staff at the Housing Center is ready to help
you find your place.
There are two main methods of moving: the friends and
family plan and the move it for me plan. Using the first
method, you borrow a moving vehicle from a rental truck
company. Then you, your friends
and your family pack your stuff,
put it in the truck, drive it to your
next place, unload the truck,
and unpack. Phew! The second
method requires a little more
money, but a lot less huffing
and puffing on your part. Select
a reputable moving company
to show up the morning of the
move, load your stuff onto a
truck, drive it, and unload it into
your new place. Some movers
even help you pack. Of course
there are pros and cons for
each method, so here are some
suggestions to make either method work for you.
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Scenario #1: Tim rented a large moving truck. After a long
day of moving, he was exhausted. That’s probably why
Tim drove the truck under a bridge that had a clearance
level lower than he could fit and tore off the roof of
the truck. Luckily, Tim had purchased the maximum
insurance, and it paid for all of the damage.
Lesson #1: If you are renting a truck, opt for the additional
insurance. Most people do not have prior experience
driving a large truck, especially a 19- or 24-foot diesel
moving vehicle. The insurance is a small price to pay to
avoid serious extra costs.
Scenario #2: Jane was a planner. She knew she needed
to move June 30th so she reserved a truck from her local
rental company for the big move. The day-of, she awoke
early and went to pick up the truck. Even so, when Jane
arrived, the company representative told her that they
were out of trucks! She had to drive to the next town to
pick up one at another store. Despite her planning, Jane
was inconvenienced on an already stressful day.
Lesson #2: Even if you have a reservation to pick up a
rental truck, the company still might not have the right
size truck at that location for you. Always call a day or two
before your move to confirm there is an ample supply of
trucks for the planned date, including the size you need.
A local truck rental company recommends that you
reserve the truck “at least two weeks prior to Moving
Day,” and warned, “the last few days of the month are
always busy, especially from May through September.”
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And rental truck companies are not the only ones who may
be busy. When choosing the friends and family method for
your move, give them plenty of notice. If you’ve got some
serious heavy-lifting for them to do, you should budget for
some food and drinks throughout the day. Providing water
isn’t a bad idea, either.
Scenario #3: Jim decided to hire a moving company. He
got a few online estimates and reserved a mover. Each
company asked Jim how much stuff he had and gave him a
price per estimated square foot of possessions. The moving
company showed up as scheduled, but they told Jim that
he underestimated the amount of property to move, and
the extra square footage would be priced at a higher rate.
When they were ready to go, they finally gave Jim a price—
over three times the original online quote. Since all of Jim’s
possessions were on the truck and he had to be out of
his apartment that day, he had no choice but to pay the
skyrocketed price.
Lesson #3: Avoid this type of pricing fiasco by soliciting
on-site quotes from at least three movers. Reputable
moving companies will visit your home and give you a
written estimate after seeing
all of the items that need to
be moved. But be prepared:
sometimes the price will
still be adjusted during the
actual move if unforeseen
circumstances occur. However,
you can ask the movers to add
a rider to your contract that
states a maximum cost for
the move; this will prevent
substantial surprise increases
in the cost of the move.
Scenario #4: Bailey was
moving from Texas. She was
told by the moving company
that it would take no more
than three or four days to
drive her stuff up to her new apartment. She planned
her move perfectly: she would be all settled before her
new job started on Monday. Unfortunately, the truck
had some mechanical problems and Bailey found out it
wouldn't arrive until Tuesday! She was stuck in an empty
apartment without a bed, furniture, and—even worse—
no work clothes to start her new job! Confident in all of
her planning, she had sent all of her clothes, jewelry, blow
dryer and other necessities with the truck—which was now
stuck in Kansas.
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during the move. Better yet, if you currently have renters
insurance, do not cancel or change it until you are moved
into your new place—it covers your possessions rather
than the building they are in, so it can protect your
things as you move. Renters insurance might even be a
requirement as part of your new lease.

Lesson #4: Even with the best planning, you cannot
foresee and avoid every possible problem. Assume there
will be delays during your move. Pack a suitcase or a box
with clothes and toiletries so that you can survive until you
are reunited with your stuff or get everything unpacked.
Don’t send valuable personal items or documents with
movers.
Protect your things during the big move by purchasing
renters insurance before you go anywhere. Ask your
insurance agent if the policy will cover your possessions

Another insurance option to safeguard your move is to
purchase a policy from your moving company or your
truck rental company. One major national truck rental
companies offers daily insurance for $14 that covers all of
your cargo, as well as life, medical and collision.
Yes, moving can be stressful, but with proper planning and
the acceptance that sometimes that plan will have to be
amended, you might just be ready for the next big move.
Move online to find more packing and relocating tips at
TheOakParker.com.
By Michael D. Stewart, Tina Levy,
Gloria Garcia, and Meridian Herman Lupu

LookingAhead:
The Future of the Housing Center

T

his year, 2012, marks the Housing Center’s 40th
anniversary. It is an important milestone to be
sure. We’re proud of our role in promoting and
sustaining a diverse and integrated community over the
past 40 years.
On our anniversary, we are beginning our rededication
to ensuring that Oak Park continues to be an open and
welcoming community with abundant opportunity for
the next 40 years.
The Housing Center is critical to the values and prosperity
of our community. We are the only organization in Oak
Park solely dedicated to ensuring racial diversity in all of
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Oak Park’s neighborhoods. The work we do to integrate
the housing market today forms the foundation for Oak
Park’s stability and success in the future.
We look forward to engaging with the community
throughout 2012. Our success depends on your support.
We want to hear from you. And we want you to tell
your friends, relatives and neighbors how important the
Housing Center is to you and to our community. Together,
we can build upon our success and make the next 40
years even better for Oak Park.
By Rob Breymaier
OPRHC Executive Director
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