A New Publication from the Oak Park Regional Housing Center

g
n
i
c
odu

Intr

A Magazine About Oak Park Life & Style • www.TheOakParker.com

OwnIt:

Buying a Home in 2012

8

Fabulous
Coupons

Top Most
e
h

T

MoveIt:
The Ultimate
Mover's Guide

ClippingSection

5

Obvious
Reasons
to Move to
1
Oak Park

| THE OAK PARKER

Partnering
for the
Community

Proud to support the Oak Park Regional Housing Center
Similar to puzzle pieces, every person plays a role in the community. At U.S. Bank,
we’re bankers by day. After business hours, we fit in to our community as neighbors,
volunteers and civic leaders. It’s our way of doing our individual parts to create a
better whole.

usbank.com
Member FDIC
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Dreaming
About
Your Next
Apartment?

Visit the Oak Park Regional Housing Center!
We offer the personalized searches with the best rental listings available in Oak Park,
providing listings for rental homes that are different sizes, styles, prices, and building types
from a variety of owners and management companies.

Stop in and see what we've got today!

1041 South Blvd, Oak Park
708.848.7150

| THE OAK PARKER

The Oak Park Regional Housing Center is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization that does not own, manage, or control any housing.
The Housing Center does not act as a licensed agent for any property owner or manager.
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Are you ready to own
At the West Cook Homeownership Center,
we’re here to help you through the process.
WCHC is a full-service, HUD-Certified Housing Counseling Agency.

Visit us online:
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Call us today!

708.848.7150
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THE OAK PARKER
Staff & Contributors

On the Cover: Design/Photography by Meridian Herman Lupu,
Photography by Michael D. Stewart, and painting by local artist
Nick Bridge (www.nickbridge.com).

THE OAK PARKER
is a publication produced by the
Oak Park Regional Housing Center.
The mission of the Oak Park Regional Housing Center
is to achieve meaningful and lasting racial diversity
throughout Oak Park and surrounding communities.
“The people of Oak Park choose this community, not just as a
place to live, but as a way of life. Oak Park has committed itself
to equality not only because it is legal, but because it is right;
not only because equality is ethical, but because it is desirable
for us and our children. Ours is a dynamic community that
encourages the contributions of all citizens…. We believe residence
in this Village should be open to anyone interested in sharing our
benefits and responsibilities.”
Adopted by the Village of Oak Park President & Board of Trustees, May 2, 2005
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Staff & Contributors
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makes choosing the perfect physician easy.
Call 866-938-7256 or visit www.westsuburbanmc.com
to get more information on a doctor near you that:
• accepts your medical insurance
• has flexible office hours that work with your busy schedule
• is conveniently located near your home or office
• is board certified
• has access to advanced diagnostic technologies and the
full resources of West Suburban Medical Center

3 Erie Court • Oak Park, IL 60302
866.938.7256 •
| www.westsuburbanmc.com

THE OAK PARKER

11-WSM-1663 8.5x11.indd 1

7

10/7/11 11:23 AM

Where today we traverse Lake Street, there were once
Potawatomi natives living up and down the Des Plaines
River. Oak Park’s Lake Street was their muddy trail. The
U.S. Government forcibly evicted one native tribe after
another between 1832 and 1837. In March of 1837, Joseph
Kettlestrings bought 172.78 acres here for $215.98.

In 1854, Kettlestrings donated land for a school and meeting
house. Oak Ridge School District #1 offered instruction of
grades one through twelve. The first elementary school
music supervisor, Thaddeus Giddings, actually travelled this
village on his roller skates, dressed each winter in his black
top coat.

In the 1830s a handful of merchants began offering services
for the few settlers who were farming in this area. In the
1840s, the Kettlestrings began to subdivide their land of Oak
Ridge, selling it to “good people who were against saloons
and for good schools and churches.” In 1850, the Austin
family moved into their Oak Park home. Henry W. Austin Sr.
became a prominent and vocal civic leader in the Village.

The Oak Ridge area became known as Oak Park around
1871, named to match the local post office and train station.
During this time, the Chicago Fire of 1871 led to a population
explosion here. Early settlers often used their own names for
village streets.

Commerce grew in 1848 when the Galena and Chicago
Union Railroad arrived. Business improved measurably as a
little railroad engine, the Pioneer, first arrived, traveling as far
as the Des Plaines River with a caboose for passengers and
another car for railroad workers with their tools and supplies.

Though today we accept—and often expect—alcohol to be
served in several of our favorite Oak Park establishments,
Oak Park was actually a dry community for a century. In
1872, Oak Park leaders banned the sale of alcohol in Oak
Park. Henry Austin is said to have bought out the last local
saloon of the time, and allegedly poured the remaining
alcohol in the street!

1940s
1889
1871-2
1837
First Oak Park Homeowners:
the Kettlestrings purchase
land now bordered by
Chicago Avenue and Lake
Street, and Oak Park and
Harlem Avenues. Their home
becomes a haven for weary
travelers, going to and from
the Chicago market.

1843

Fricke House

First Oak Park Rental: the
Kettlestrings family moves to
Chicago and rents out farm;
soon the Kettlestrings begin
to subdivide their land.
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Oak Park
This area becomes known as
Oak Park, named after the
local post office and train
station. The Chicago fire
causes a boom in Oak Park
real estate.

Frank Lloyd Wright
Wright builds his home
in Oak Park in 1889, the
beginning of an incredible
architectural legacy.

BackStory: A Bit of Oak Park History

1950s
Goodbye 900s, Hello Lake St “L”
During the 1940s, Oak Park’s
population soared. In the 1950s,
construction on a superhighway
began. Most of the blocks at 900 S
were demolished to make way. The
Lake Street train was also elevated
to address growing transit needs.

Street lights were first installed in 1891, but residential
homes were not well-lit until sometime around 1900. Even
then, the electric power was not dependable for residential
lights. So, for some time, the power was always shut off at
midnight.
By 1894, there were rails and small electric street cars on
Chicago Avenue, Lake Street, Madison and Roosevelt Road.
By 1900, the Wisconsin Central Railroad had rails and cars on
Harrison Street at the street level.
Local residents established the Village of Oak Park as a selfgoverning municipality in 1902, with a population just under
10,000. In 1912, Oak Park voters created a park district
that established Scoville Park and Ridgeland Common. A
year later, the creation of South Park was planned between
Garfield Street, Gunderson and East Avenues, later renamed
Rehm Park.
The 1930s were filled with temperance turbulence and local
mobsters; but the 1940s saw another population boom—
Oak Park was now home to more than 66,000 village
people. As World War II led to increasing populations in the
western suburbs, demand for transit grew. In the 1950s,
Oak Parkers sacrificed the 900 blocks South for the Congress
Superhighway, known today as the Eisenhower Expressway
or I-290. Soon after, the Lake Street train was elevated to
become the “L” (green line) to allow for better traffic flow.
As Civil Rights issues surged to the surface across the nation,
Oak Park became a poster child for progress. In the 1960s,
community leaders enacted Fair Housing Ordinances,
created a Community Relations Commission, and established
a Citizens Committee for Human Rights. Soon the Oak

Park Housing Center was formed to promote diversity and
integration in the community.
Outdoor events became increasingly popular in the 1970s; A
Day in Our Village, the Oak Park Farmers’ Market, and block
parties kept Oak Parkers socializing during the warm months.
Frank Lloyd Wright’s Home and Studio became a tourism
mecca in 1974. Two years later, Oak Park was designated an
“All-America City”, receiving nationwide recognition.
The 1980s featured continued progressivism, with Oak
Parkers voicing concerns about gun violence, environmental
issues, and racial integration. The Diversity Assurance
Program was created in 1984 to help deter segregation and
maintain integration throughout the village.
Oak Parkers led the way for gay civil rights in the 1990s.
This community was one of the first to recognize domestic
partnerships, even providing benefits for partners of village
employees. An intense focus on multiculturism emerged,
and diversity/integration efforts were renewed.
Oak Park kicked off the next century with its centennial in
2001. Since then, the village has captured the hearts of many,
snagging awards from the American Planning Association
to Travel + Leisure magazine. Local businesses continue to
grow, winning awards like “Chicago’s Best Cheese Selection”
and “Best Bookstore in Chicagoland”.
The story continues... online! Visit TheOakParker.com.
By Lee Brooke, Local Historian
Special Thanks to the Historical Society of Oak Park & River Forest
for all of their assistance with this story and its photos.

1968-72

Civil Rights & Fair Housing
Oak Park leaders establish A
Citizens Committee for Human
Rights and the Community
Relations Commission for the
Village. The Village Board approves
one of the nation’s first local Fair
Housing Ordinances, outlawing
discrimination. The Housing Center
is founded in 1972, with the mission
to achieve meaningful and lasting
racial diversity throughout Oak
Park. The Village Board approves
the “Oak Park Diversity Statement.”
(see page 2).

2001

1977
1976
Favorite Hometown
Oak Park is designated an
“All-America City” for the
downtown mall, Frank Lloyd
Wright Home and Studio,
and the Housing Center.

A Model for Diversity
Oak Parkers initiate and host the
Oak Park Exchange Congress to share
racial diversity concepts with other
communities. Time and Newsweek cover
Oak Park and the Housing Center as
models for long-term diversity.

100th Birthday
Oak Park celebrates its
centennial anniversary.

BackStory: A Bit of Oak Park History

2005-11
Award-winning
Oak Park is listed as the Third
Best Neighborhood in the
US by the American Planning
Association, named one of the
Top 5 Sexiest Suburbs in the
United States by The View, and
designated one of “America’s
Most Beautiful Neighborhoods”
by Travel + Leisure magazine.
Chicago Magazine also votes
Oak Park one of the 20 Best
Towns & Neighborhoods in
Chicago & the Suburbs.
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Photo Courtesy of Michael D. Stewart

If you are considering living in Oak
Park, you’ve undoubtedly heard about
the schools. What you probably don’t
know is that I see our school’s principal
at our neighborhood café on a regular
basis. Many of my neighbors start
school stories with “Oh when I saw Mr.
So-and-so (insert Principal name here) when I was getting
my coffee this morning, we talked about x, y, and z.” You also
don’t know that he takes calls from parents and addresses
our concerns. More importantly – and impressively – he
knows the name of every kid in the school. Not only
that, he also talks to them and knows what they are
like. I hear similar descriptions about other teachers and
administrators in the other Oak Park schools as well. Sure,
I’m glad we rank well, but I want my kids to have a personal
and supportive experience. In Oak Park, they get it.
It’s called Oak Park for a reason. Not
only are our parks beautiful, but the
array of family- and child-centered
activities offered by our park district
is mind-numbing. One might say the
downside is choosing among so many
great options. But I take comfort in
knowing that both my children and myself can choose
from a variety of activities in any season. From fitness to
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the arts to holiday gatherings, there is always something to
do that will engage your child; whether a teen or a toddler,
an athlete or an emo. And there’ll be something for you as
well. Additionally, there are activities you can do together.
Every park is packed with families at all hours just hanging
out, picnicking and playing.
As you drive or walk through Oak Park
in the spring, summer or fall, you will
often find a street blocked at both ends
with the words “Block Party”. If you
peek past the barrier, you will usually
see a couple of tables and chairs, a
group of people chatting, some kids
on bikes, and maybe a bouncy house. If you come by later
in the day, there will be a table strewn with food, music
playing, a volleyball game or ping pong tourney in full-swing,
and the jumping castle will be bouncing wildly. Likely there
will be some chalk drawings. This ever-present block party
is the hallmark of a happy block. It might not look like much
from the curb, but walk past that barrier and you will find
neighbors forming lifelong friendships, sharing babysitting
tips, and laughing. These mini street-fests are indicative of
the community feel of Oak Park - and trust me, you want to
be at one. Meet your neighbors: they’ll probably invite you
in for coffee or dinner. They are often pretty good cooks,
but if not, they’ll at least know where to eat.

FamilyLife: The Top 5 Reasons to Be a Family in Oak Park

1001 Lake Street • Oak Park • 708.660.1000 • CBOPRF.COM

$250.00 off Community Bank
Standard Mortgage Closing Costs
This coupon represents a savings off Community Bank of Oak Park
River Forest’s Mortgage Loan Department closing costs and does not
represent a commitment to make a Home Mortgage Loan. Subject to
credit approval; applicants must apply and the loan close to receive the
savings. Expires 3/31/12

"

$5 OFF
ANY PURCHASE
of $10 or more
when you show this coupon!
1023 Lake St, Oak Park
708.386.4949

10 % off any service of $25 or more
Offer cannot be combined with vision discount plans

"

Expiration Date: 12/31/12

pureespizzaandpasta.com

Please mention coupon when
ordering for pickup or delivery.

No cash value. Additional fees apply for vans, minivans, sport utility vehicles, pickup
trucks, trucks, and limousines. Leather treatment is an additional $25.00. Offer only valid at
Loro Auto Works Collision Repair Center. Any questions or for details, give us a call.

BAIRD & WARNER OAK PARK

"

FIND THE RIGHT
DOCTOR FOR YOU.

1037 CHICAGO AVENUE

Call 866.938.7256 or
visit westsuburbanmc.com

Call or stop by for a complimentary
home value assessment!
bairdwarner.com I 708.697.5900

"

ClippingSection: 8 Fabulous Coupons

| THE OAK PARKER
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1001 Lake Street • Oak Park • 708.660.1000 • CBOPRF.COM

$250.00 off Community Bank
Standard Mortgage Closing Costs

"

This coupon represents a savings off Community Bank of Oak Park
River Forest’s Mortgage Loan Department closing costs and does not
represent a commitment to make a Home Mortgage Loan. Subject to
credit approval; applicants must apply and the loan close to receive the
savings. Expires 3/31/12

$5 OFF
ANY PURCHASE

"

of $10 or more
when you show this coupon!
1023 Lake St, Oak Park
708.386.4949

10 % off any service of $25 or more

pureespizzaandpasta.com

Expiration Date: 12/31/12

"

Offer cannot be combined with vision discount plans

Please mention coupon when
ordering for pickup or delivery.

No cash value. Additional fees apply for vans, minivans, sport utility vehicles, pickup
trucks, trucks, and limousines. Leather treatment is an additional $25.00. Offer only valid at
Loro Auto Works Collision Repair Center. Any questions or for details, give us a call.

BAIRD & WARNER OAK PARK
1037 CHICAGO AVENUE

FIND THE RIGHT
DOCTOR FOR YOU.
Call 866.938.7256 or
visit westsuburbanmc.com

Call or stop by for a complimentary
home value assessment!
bairdwarner.com I 708.697.5900
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ClippingSection: 8 Fabulous Coupons

Summer in Chicago is HOT! Some
days it is really, really hot. On
those days, there’s no place I’d
rather be than at one of Oak Park’s
chlorinated oases. Rehm and
Ridgeland have cool, clear water,
both shallow and deep. And baby
pools you are not afraid to swim in. Both pools are
exceptionally clean, well-guarded, and offer fun slides
and high dives for the livelier kids. It’s easy to buy a pass
at the beginning of the summer and then go whenever
you feel like it. You’ll always run into someone you know.
You don’t always have to bring the kids along either. Have
an afternoon by yourself, but you are tired of sweating?
Hit one of the adult decks. Bring a book or your iPad2 and
relax. For the exercise-minded, I’ve heard raves about
lap-time, but I promise I won’t be there to busy up your
lane.
Sure, you’re moving here
because the OP is close to all
the big-bad-city-of-Chicago has
to offer; but for a more personal
experience, stick around town.
You’ll find everything you need:
from children’s toys to women’s
clothing to the kinds of shoe shops
that will start a fetish if you don’t have one already. The
shopkeepers know their products and their customers
and take the time to keep one apprised of your favorites.
Oak Park’s business districts are packed with fests,
markets and opportunities to shop and dine outdoors
in pleasant weather. Oak Park offers both variety and
quality eats, too, with plenty of kid-friendly options
in any of Oak Park’s many business districts. Heading
downtown to see a flick? Stay in town, the local theater
gets high quality movies and you can save enough time
and moola to eat before you have to get back to the sitter.
Want to catch a play instead? Oak Park offers highly rated
theater in a handful of venues or pick up a playbill at one
of the nearby colleges. If music is your thing (and let’s say
the advent of the iPod means we all dig music somehow),
when’s the last time you walked to hear your favorite
band? Catch a show at one of our nearby outdoor or
indoor venues.
I’d like to say more, but I’ve committed to listing five!

The Language and Music School
2 YEARS-ADULT PRIVATE INSTRUCTION

Spanish, French, Italian, German, Russian, Chinese,
Japanese, piano, guitar, violin, voice, clarinet & more,
plus popular “Combos” such as Piano/Spanish.

4 MONTH-9 YEARS SPANISH IMMERSION

Pre-K/K, Summer Camps, Parent-Tot Programs

150 N. Oak Park Ave.
Oak Park, IL 60301
LMSCHOOL.com

708-524-LALA

D O M I N I C A N U N I V E R S I TY S C H O O L O F E D U C AT I O N

THE ROSE K.
GOEDERT CENTER

FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION
A place where budding minds grow
• NAEYC-accredited facility on wooded campus
• Part-time and full-time options available for
children ages 2-5

By Rebecca McKinney

FamilyLife: The Top 5 Reasons to Be a Family in Oak Park

Open 7 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Call (708) 714-9150 to schedule
a tour or visit dom.edu/goedert
for more information.

River Forest, Illinois
dom.edu/soe

| THE OAK PARKER
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RUSH OAK PARK HOSPITAL GIVES YOU THE

BEST

OF MEDICINE
and the

COMFORT
OF HOME.

FOLLOW US ON

IT’S THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS. You get primary
care physicians close to where you live or work. Who
want to get to know you and your family. To listen and
answer your questions, and give you the information
and expertise you need to be healthy. You also get direct
access to the advanced resources of Rush University
Medical Center. The Rush Heart Institute, Rush cancer
specialists and some of the same orthopedic physicians
who treat the Chicago Bulls and the Chicago White
Sox conveniently provide care right here in Oak Park.
Thanks to our Fast Track, if you need emergency care
you don’t have to wait to receive it. Whether you have
a major complication or minor injury, you’ll get swift,
professional and compassionate care.
LEARN MORE BY VISITING:

roph.org

FOR AN APPOINTMENT CALL:

708.660.INFO (4636).
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Located on Harrison Street between Elmwood and
Austin, The Oak Park Arts District is home to a thriving
artistic community and a variety of small enterprises.
Galleries and workshops focusing on the visual and
performing arts line the street, along with businesses
offering personal care services, health care and wellness,
home services, clothing and accessories, restaurants and
cafés, and pet services.
As commercial districts become increasingly
dominated by national brands, the Arts District presents
a model of creative reuse, restoring vitality to a small
scale and walkable urban neighborhood.
Several events punctuate the year: What’s Blooming
on Harrison, Art on Harrison, Holiday Lights, and Third
Friday Gallery Walks.
A new Oak Park Arts District website is available at
www.oakparkartsdistrict.com.
By Mark Finger

The Madison Street Corridor runs from Austin Boulevard
to Harlem Avenue, and is home to both national stores
and independent entrepreneurs. The Madison Street
Business Association has been around for more than
60 years, and is one of the largest and most historically
significant business districts in Oak Park.
Business owners on Madison Street can provide services
from printing to property management; from solving
your legal problems, to checking your eyesight, to fixing
your boiler or dry-cleaning your business attire. Madison
Street's Rush Oak Park Hospital is the only building in
Oak Park that has earned the Energy Star label for its
commitment to reducing energy costs with new green
initiatives.
Nearby Forest Park’s downtown is also situated on
Madison Street, just past Harlem Avenue. A number of
new businesses have been sprouting up there recently,
including boutiques and eateries. There are several great
established businesses as well.
By Mary A. Planek

905 S. Lombard
Oak Park
www.thebuzzcafe.com
Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner
M-F 6am—9pm
Sat. 7am—9pm
Sunday Brunch 8am– 2pm

Growing Organically in the Oak
Park Arts District since 1998!
LiveInOakPark: ArtsDistrict • Madison St

| THE OAK PARKER
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Go North… to North Avenue. The bustling business
district has everything you need for your daily needs and
more.
The one and a half mile business district includes a major
department store and four banks as anchors, but small
business owners are the core of the district. The district
takes pride in its businesses due to their success, tradition
and longevity. Some businesses have been passed down
for years: one business is now fourth-generation!
Each year, the North Avenue Business Association holds a
Business Breakfast Expo, a Fall Food Drive, and sponsors
a scholarship award program for two local students
continuing their college education as a business major or
in a related field.

Whether you prefer award-winning ice cream or dance
classes, shopping for home decór or touring someone
else’s home, getting your bike tuned up or letting
someone else pedal on a rickshaw tour, Chicago Avenue
businesses offer something for your every whim.
The Frank Lloyd Wright Home & Studio is nestled on
Chicago Ave, and attracts thousands of people to our
community every year. Feathering out from Chicago
Avenue are incredible houses in one of the most
beautiful residential areas of Oak Park. Several homes
were designed by Frank Lloyd Wright; other Victorians
date back before his time.
After a historic tour, head down the street to dine on
noodles or pizza, or enjoy a glass of wine.
By Meridian Herman Lupu

By Wendy Tannenbaum

Experience your event in Frank Lloyd Wright’s Jewel Box

U NITY T EMPLE
For Your Special Occasions
Photo by Brad Baskin

WEDDINGS :: RECEPTIONS

Photo by Gail Reich

PRIVATE PARTIES :: MEMORIALS
CONCERTS :: FUNDRAISERS
CORPORATE+EVENTS

R ENT U NITY T EMPLE . COM
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Photo by
Emily Dewan

Extraordinary moments
in one of the world’s most extraordinary spaces

LiveInOakPark: NorthAve • ChicagoAve
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Southtown has it all: from great places to eat to a variety
of service-based storefronts. The quaint district is located
between Lexington and Van Buren Streets on Oak Park
Avenue. Ride the Blue Line or drive and park easily. Once
you enter any one of the Southtown’s establishments
and are greeted by a friendly business owner, you will
instantly know that Southtown is Oak Park’s best-kept
secret.
Though the 290/Eisenhower Expressway splits the
district on Oak Park Avenue, there is a unifying feeling in
Southtown.
The Southtown Business District remains a destination
hot spot in Oak Park. The District is located within a dense
two-block radius, a welcome treat from other business
and shopping locations that are more widely dispersed.
With plenty of parking and public transit, your necessary
walking distance is few and far between.
By Lydia I. Villanueva-Soto

Within the past two years, Roosevelt Road has turned
into one of the Chicago region’s hottest strips. Anchored
in the center by the legendary Fitzgerald’s nightclub and
boasting a brand new streetscape, Roosevelt Road now
offers plenty of great places to eat and shop. In fact, on
Roosevelt, you could eat cuisine from a different country
every night of the week! And, you’ll only be three blocks
from the Blue Line.
By Paul Zimmerman

Consider us your travel therapist.
And this is our “couch.”

We’re a full service travel agency serving the
Oak Park community for 27 years.
Whether you’re planning a family vacation, a
spring break getaway, or a romantic holiday
for two, we can help.

Visit us:
964 S Oak Park Ave
Oak Park 60304
708.386.6363

Lydia@tantrvl.com

Follow us:
Facebook.com/TanTrvl
Twitter.com/TanTrvl

LiveInOakPark: SouthTown • RooseveltRd
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The largest shopping and dining district in the village,
Downtown Oak Park is the home of national brands as
well as charming “indie” boutiques that feature unique
fashions, books, jewelry, and home décor and accents.
Shopping in Oak Park was given a four star rating by
Chicago Magazine in their April 2010 issue.

There is plenty of parking, but alternative transportation
is accommodated by a plethora of public transit options.
Small enough to be charming and large enough to be on
the edge of urban, Downtown Oak Park adds vibrancy,
diversity, connectivity and convenience to the lives of the
residents of the community.
By Pat Zubak

Downtown Oak Park hosts a collection of restaurants and
eateries sure to satisfy every palate, craving, wallet and
schedule, including an impressive array of ethnic cuisine
options, whether one is looking for a quick nibble, a
sinfully delicious treat, a late-night snack or a fine dining
experience.
A year’s worth of special events make Downtown Oak Park
a community gathering spot. Summers feature Thursday
Night Out, a dine-around event that includes outdoor
entertainment and special menus at favorite restaurants.
Enjoy the Microbrew and Food Review in August,
Oaktoberfest in September, and Winterfest in December.
DowntownOakPark.net lists the complete schedule and
details how to be the first to receive announcements,
specials, freebies and invitations. Or download the
"Downtown Oak Park" app on your smart phone to gain
mobile access to coupons and business information.
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LiveInOakPark: DowntownOP
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The historic Avenue Business District, in the heart of Oak
Park at Lake Street and Oak Park Avenue, is home to a
host of diverse, independently-owned businesses as well
as Unity Temple and the Oak Park Public Library. Stroll
along our streets and you’ll find fabulous eateries from
around the world and interesting shops for special gifts,
clothing, children’s products, and health services. Stop to
enjoy the amazing architecture – you’ll fall in love with
The Avenue.
By Brandy Masoncup

we are proud to support

The Oak Park Regional
Housing Center
Photo Courtesy of Michael D. Stewart

Lake Street has always been the major thoroughway in
Oak Park since the Potawatami lived here. These days,
it still spans the village, boasting a variety of commerce.
The business districts on Lake St include the Downtown
Oak Park district, the Avenue district, and a smaller
district between Austin and Ridgeland. Lake St is host to
major outdoor events in the summer, from the weekly
Farmers’ Market, to A Day In Our Village, to competitions
at the High School and concerts at Scoville Park.

• Yoga
• Pilates
• ersonal
tPraining
• sPinning

By Meridian Herman Lupu

LiveInOakPark: TheAvenue • LakeSt

301 Lake St., Oak Park
(708)386-2175
tenandfit.com

| THE OAK PARKER
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Image Courtesy of the Pleasant District

Oak Park’s Pleasant District, formerly the South
Marion Business District, is located on Marion Street
south of the Green Line “L” tracks, bordered by
South Boulevard, Randolph Street, Harlem Avenue,
and Home Avenue.
Bob Loro, owner of Loro Auto Works Collision
Repair Center at 1029 South Blvd, was one of the
founding members and a past president of the South
Marion Association. Founded in the late 1980s,
the Association formed when Bob remembers “a
South Boulevard that looked more like a deserted
commercial area” rather than the vibrant part of
Downtown Oak Park as it is today.
Last year, a streetscape project transformed the area
to continue the beautification of North Marion Street
on its south side. With the historical inspiration and
bluestone sidewalks, the Pleasant District plays an
important role in making Oak Park an ideal place to
live and work.
By Bri Julius

Great Food, Fine Antiques,
Gorgeous Jewelry And So
Much More in Oak Park.
Shop • Dine • Work • Live
pleasantdistrictoakpark.com
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LiveInOakPark: Pleasant

BA IR D & WAR N E R O AK PA RK
1 0 3 7 CH ICAGO AVENUE
Client: Carleton

Job no:

Description:
Main Ad, Welcome to the Carleton...

Size:

08-13-09

4-3/8”H X 3-1/2“W

Your local real estate partner – family owned
since 1855.
FINAL MECHANICAL
READING DRAFT #1

SPOT
COLORS

PROCESS
COLORS

F.C. Pilgrim & Company is now part of the Baird & Warner real estate family.

bairdwarner.com | 708.697.5900

pleasant district

Recently renovated and expanded
to enhance the original beauty of
the distinctive architecture.
Beautifully decorated meeting/
banquet rooms to accommodate
groups of six to 200 guests.
For dining, Barclay's American
Grille and Poor Philʼs restaurants
are located within the hotel.
Located only 10 miles from
downtown Chicago and 20
minutes from both OʼHare
and Midway Airports.

Experience it for yourself
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Photo Courtesy of Michael D. Stewart

to

Growing up in the
western suburbs, it was
the architecture that
first brought Oak Park on to my radar in my early teens.
My parents told me about a famous architect named Frank
Lloyd Wright. Not only did I fall in love with Wright’s work
and Prairie School as a whole, but I also fell in love with
the village of Oak Park. In Oak Park, we are blessed with
25 Frank Lloyd Wright buildings—and even more Prairie
School buildings by other well-known architects like E.E.
Roberts. But Oak Park is more than its famous Prairie School
architecture. There are architectural jewels of many styles
in the Village. As you walk the streets of Oak Park, you will
see Queen Annes, Dutch Colonials, Craftsman-style homes
and Chicago-style bungalows. If you look carefully, you’ll
spot the less common art deco structures. Because of this
unusual diversity and its high quality in architecture, Oak
Park is one of the most visually appealing communities I
have been to in the United States.

1. Architecture

One of the best things
about Oak Park compared
to the vast majority of
suburbs—and even many city neighborhoods—is its
walkability. You do not need a car to get everywhere—far
from it. In how many other communities can you walk to
a children’s museum or a community theatre in the same

2. Walkability
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Live in Oak Park
afternoon? In Oak Park, you can take a stroll through any
number of wonderful parks, saunter over to one of the
two “L” lines or the Metra going to Chicago, or meander
through one of the shopping districts throughout the
Village.
There is, of course, downtown Oak Park with its myriad
restaurants, bookstores, and the theater. The Avenue
District is lined with an array of boutique shops and places
to grab a good meal. There is another commercial district
on Lake Street between Austin/Ridgeland where there are
grocery stores, sports facilities, and various services. And
there are robust business districts along North Avenue,
Roosevelt Road, and Madison Street. There is an excellent
smaller district along South Oak Park Avenue on either
side of the 290 (“Southtown”), as well as along Chicago
Avenue. Plus, there is an unrivaled Arts District which runs
along Harrison Street. It offers unusual artist boutiques,
restaurants and coffee houses. For me, it is one of the best,
most interesting commercial areas in all of the Chicago
area.
I love Oak Park because
of all of its unique locally
owned stores. We have
retailers that you can find nowhere else, with owners
you can get to know by name. There are several unique

3. Local Shops

MoveHere: The Top 5 Most Obvious Reasons to Live in Oak Park

bookstores in town and two used record/DVD stores.
We have bicycle shops, florists, pet stores, boutiques,
resale shops, and art galleries. Impressive clothing and
accessory vendors can be found in each of the business
districts. Local merchants get to know you and what you
like, often letting you know of new items you might enjoy.
For me, the employees at my local coffee shop always
know how I take my coffee (no cream or else). You will
not get this kind of individual attention from some huge
retailer in other suburbs. Sure, I like some chain stores
but they do not quite have the advantages of one of
these Oak Park-only gems.
Distinctive restaurants are
another one of Oak Park’s
assets: there are plenty of
one-of-a-kind establishments. Oak Park has an amazing
array of restaurants that specialize in sushi, seafood,
Venezuelan, Indian, Mexican, Greek, Chinese, and Thai.
There are spots that offer classic American fare, either in
high-end restaurants and or your “go-to diner”. Searching
for that perfect Italian eatery or quaint breakfast spot?
You’ll find it in Oak Park—along with Middle-Eastern,
Jewish-deli, Latin-fusion, Vegan/Vegetarian, and soul
food. Grab a bite from one of the sandwich shops or
aromatic bakeries. And of course, you can order up a slice
of beloved Chicago-style pizza (both deep dish and thin
crust) at a number of pizza parlors. There are also Cuban,
Cajun and Irish restaurants in adjacent communities.

4. Eateries

Cultivating the spirit…
Come visit our Austin Home and Garden

Third Unitarian Church
2 blocks east and 1 block south of Austin & Lake

ThirdUnitarianChurch.org
Child care and religious education available

Oak Park is home to all kinds
of diversity. I already alluded
to the diverse architecture,
shops and restaurants. But Oak Park is known throughout
America for its incredible human diversity. We have a
deep diversity that spans the length and breadth of
the village. Oak Parkers are from all racial groups and a
huge variety of ethnicities. But Oak Park diversity goes
beyond color. People of all socioeconomic groups dwell
here, too. There is a wide variety of religious and spiritual
viewpoints, with many different denominations and
groups represented in the community. Oak Parkers are
also just as diverse in lifestyles and interests: arts, sports,
political activism—just to name a few. Oak Park also is
one of the most gay-friendly suburbs in the country. So
when it comes to diversity, in every sense of the word,
Oak Park is one of the best.

5. Diversity

By Steve Langley

MoveHere: The Top 5 Most Obvious Reasons to Live in Oak Park
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G R O W IN G
U
P IN
O A K PA R K
The Oak Parker caught up with six people who grew
up in Oak Park during different eras. Each shared a
unique perspective of what it’s like to be raised in this
community. Let us introduce you:
Dale Youngkrantz: I came to Oak Park in 1963 as a foster
child growing up in the shadows of Whittier School. I
went on to Oak Park River Forest High School, graduating
in 1967. Now I reside in Oak Park again, and I’m Director
of Technology Solutions at Lumity, a nonprofit that
provides financial and technology solutions for other
nonprofits, as well as a community volunteer.
Ellen Plourde: I moved to OP when I was 3, but my mom
had grown up here as well. We have family in Oak Park
going back to 1900! I raised my family here in Oak Park,
too. I am the Director of Information Technology Support
Services at Dominican University and actively volunteer
in our community.
Elana Kranz: I’ve lived in Oak Park since I was born. I
have lived in a number of other places on and off for 13
years, but I’m back in Oak Park again. At the moment, I
am the Assistant Dean for International Education and a
Ph.D. candidate in Italian Literature at the University of
Chicago.
Ariel Herman: I was born at West Suburban Hospital
and raised in Oak Park. But these days, I serve as a legal
advocate for domestic violence victims at the Tundra
Women’s Coalition in Bethel, Alaska.
Jonathan Cox: I originally lived in Galewood, IL, 'til I turned

three, when my family moved to Oak Park. Currently,
I’m a Business Economics Major at Brown University in
Providence, RI.
Alexa Lisitza: I have lived in Oak Park my whole life in
the same tan and brown house. My family moved here
over twenty years ago from Chicago. Right now, I’m a
sophomore at OPRFHS, and plan to be a writer.
TOP: Besides Oak Park, where have you spent a significant
amount of time?
DY: After a few years in college, I returned to Oak Park
until I got drafted in 1970. During my 22-year military
career, I had the opportunity to live in Europe for twelve
yea rs a s wel l a s
the southeastern
and southwestern
United States. All
throughout my life
I’ve
considered
Oak Park to be my
hometown.
EK: I’ve lived in New
York City, Ann Arbor,
MI, the San Francisco
Bay area, Italy (Rome
and Bologna), and
Chicago. Oak Park is
Dale Youngkrantz: Then & Now
somewhat similar to

GrowingUp in Oak Park: Tales from the Natives
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Ann Arbor and Berkeley, CA, for the liberal-leanings and
open-mindedness of its inhabitants.
AH: After I graduated in 2005, I attended college in Iowa.
For three summers, I worked at a summer camp in Dallas,
Texas. After I graduated, I joined the Jesuit Volunteer
Corps: Northwest and moved to Bethel, where I live now.
I haven’t really lived in Oak Park since ‘05, but it’s my
home base; it’s where I always return.
TOP: How would you describe Oak Park to someone that
has never been here?
EP: Oak Park is a very lovely suburb. People are very
engaged, and it is very warm and friendly.
EK: Oak Park is a picture-perfect place in many ways,
but it’s also urban in the best and most interesting way,
making it diverse.
AH: I start with location: the first suburb west of Chicago.
As I talk about Oak Park, I’m very cognizant that it is the
context that has shaped much of who I am. So I recognize
that I have turned out much like how I would describe
Oak Park—it places people first: in valuing diversity,
education, and building community. And now that I live
on the Tundra, I talk about Oak Park’s beautiful trees,
flowers, and grass.
JC: I would describe Oak Park as a blend between your
typical suburb and your relatively big city. It’s a typical
suburb in that it is very much a community: most people
in the village can be linked through one or two people.
Oak Park is like a city in that there are many things going
on around town during the week and almost everything
is within reasonable walking and biking distance.
TOP: What is it like being a student in Oak Park?
DY: In my early years in Oak Park, there was no diversity.
The first African American person I had regular contact
with came along in my senior year. I learned a great deal
about diversity in the military especially its importance to
community growth. Certainly the changes in diversity in
Oak Park since then make it a more vibrant community.
EK: The Oak Park schools are excellent and I can’t
imagine a
public school
system that
could prepare
someone
better. OPRFHS
in particular
provides
the same
opportunities
any private
high school
could, but with
Elana Kranz: Then & Now
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more diversity
in students,
course offerings,
and extracurricular
activities.
AH: My parents
moved to Oak Park
primarily for its
educational
opportunities.
In high school, I
had a variety of
Ellen Plourde: Then & Now
classes to choose
from, and, even at such a big school, was able to have
meaningful relationships with several of the staff. I feel
that OPRF prepared me very well for the academically
rigorous college I attended. Furthermore—I may not
have always realized it at the time, but later on—I’ve
come to see that it’s not just an education you get from
the schools you attend, but also a strong shaping of
values. And as a product of Oak Park public schools, I
feel I’ve learned important values like a commitment to
diversity, open mindedness, and social justice.
JC: Because Oak Park is such a diverse and large
community, I was able to meet a bunch of different
people while in school. A collection of different types of
people that I’m sure some of my fellow Brown University
classmates did not have the opportunity to meet by
attending private schools or living in smaller towns. I was
able to hang out with people from all different types of
socio-economic classes and aspirations; and this I feel
gave me a better representation of the world.
AL: Oak Park is one of the best places for students to live.
The teachers genuinely enjoy their job and want to do
nothing more than teach students what they need to
know to get them further. I think I’m more than prepared
to achieve all the goals I have set for myself.
TOP: What are some things you hope for in Oak Park’s
future?
EP: I hope that Oak Park can continue to be a model of
transparent decision-making, and a warm and welcoming
place to live. Oak Parkers feel very strongly about a wide
range of things, and I hope that we can continue to find
ways to creatively dialogue about them.
AH: I hope that Oak Park is able to maintain its
commitment to diversity and high-quality education.
JC: I hope that Oak Park schools continue to work towards
closing the achievement gap, working toward being able
to reach all students.
TOP: Would you recommend Oak Park as a place to live
to someone else?
EK: I would recommend Oak Park as a place to live to

GrowingUp in Oak Park: Tales from the Natives

people I know—in fact, I have many times. It is kidfriendly and has a community/neighborly atmosphere. It
is urban with a perfect touch of suburban and it’s very
walkable.
JC: I would recommend Oak Park as a place to live. Oak
Park provides its residents with a sense of community.
From the Farmer’s Market to block parties to adult
softball leagues, Oak Park is the definition of a village. An
added bonus to living in Oak Park is the fact that it's right
next to Chicago. All the great treasures of Chicago are
only a train ride away.
AL: I would absolutely recommend Oak Park as a place
to live to someone. It is such a diverse place, not only
in race, but in the types of people you can find here.
Anyone could find a group of people that they can fit in
with and feel accepted.
TOP: Do you
see yourself
living in Oak
Park in the
future?
JC: I definitely
could see
myself living
in Oak Park
in the future,
beca u s e I
think it would
be a great
Ariel Herman: Then & Now
place to raise
a family for
all the reasons mentioned before: diversity, community,
and easy access to Chicago.
AL: I have already spotted a house that I plan on moving
into with my future family later in life in Oak Park. Every
time I pass by the house my friends call out “Alexa, in
twenty years I’m going to knock on that door if we lose
touch, and you better really be there!”

1972-2012

Celebrating

40 years of the

Oak Park Regional Housing Center
planning for and assuring diversity
in our community
Thanks for continuing our program.

- Bobbie Raymond

TOP: If you could live anywhere besides Oak Park, where
would you live?
AH: I currently live in Bethel, AK, which, as you might
assume, is quite different from Oak Park in many ways. I
reside in a town of 6,000 people in rural southwest AK that
is accessible only by plane. I live and work here because I
wanted to do something different, yet meaningful. After
living in Oak Park, I’m able to recognize and be open to
other forms of diversity, which I am presented with here.
It has offered me an opening to look critically at where
my values come from, the strengths within them, and the
opportunities for growth.

GrowingUp in Oak Park: Tales from the Natives
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Asian Studies, or woodworking,
TV production or Italian.
However, these are all aspects
of a childhood and adolescence
that are observable from the
outside. It wasn’t until I left Oak
Park and went away to college
that I truly realized what a special
place it was, and what a strong
effect it had played on who I am
inside—my tastes, morals, values
and worldview—something
quite interior and personal, and
not easily observable from the
outside. In college I was faced
with sexism—which I had heard
about but truly didn’t know
still existed—and there were
people in my dormitory that had
never grown up with a friend
of a different race. It wasn’t
until I went away that I realized
that I had grown up in such a
welcoming, diverse place: a little
Ariel Herman participating in a peace march in Bethel, Alaska
utopia.
Photo courtesy of Elizabeth Le
AH: I’ve heard Oak Park referred
to as an urban suburb, and I think
TOP: Name some things you think of as uniquely Oak
that title is quite fitting. Oak Park is not the traditional
Park.
picket fence, cookie-cutter suburb. Oak Park is a place
DY: As an Oak Parker, I have seen how the community
where people value knowing their neighbors, have
rallies around to help all people regardless of their
easy access to the Chicago, and commit to growing in
background. I think Oak Park has a reputation of being
diversity. This last part in particular is demonstrated by
a great place for families to raise their children in an
the commitment to keep housing in Oak Park diverse and
environment that fosters learning about diversity.
community activities like the Ethnic Fest, for example.
EP: The blend of living styles on each block—all
It’s the combination of these things that make Oak Park
boundaried by beautiful trees and parks. And the pride
unique.
that people take in living in this community is pretty
unique!
EK: Growing up, I had some idea that I lived in a special
TOP: What is the biggest misconception about Oak Park?
place. By the time I was five, I had already eaten in
EP: I think Oak Park has a reputation for being a
restaurants from Mexican to Chinese to Italian to Middle
place where people are difficult. I don’t think we are
Eastern to
difficult—we just like to speak our minds, and have the
Japanese, and
debate. Everyone just wants the best—and we are willing
they were
to fight for it.
all walking
EK: That it is dangerous because it borders Chicago.
distance from
AH: I think the biggest misconception about Oak Park
my house.
stems from Ernest Hemingway’s famous quote: “Wide
Even in high
lawns and narrow minds”. While I think you can find
school I
narrow minds anywhere, I’d say they are the minority in
recognized to
Oak Park. I find Oak Park to have both wide lawns and
some extent
wide minds.
how special
JC: I think the biggest misconception of Oak Park outside
Oak Park was:
and within the village is that because Oak Park is a diverse
we could take
community, it means that we have “made it” in terms
Jonathan Cox: Then & Now
classes in
of race and class relations. And that as a village and a
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Jonathan Cox with childhood best friends

community, we don’t have to interrogate the role race
and class plays in our community and its institutions. But
the conversation must continue!




TOP: What is
the best time
of year to be in
Oak Park?
EP: I love
summer:
the pool,
the parks,
the lovely
temperatures,
the block
parties, and
everyone out
Alexa Lisitza: Then & Now
on their porch.
AH: The best time of year to be in Oak Park is all the time!
But especially now that I live in a place that has six or
so months of winter and a summer that is around 40-50
degrees, I’d say spring, fall and summer.
JC: The best time of year to be in Oak Park is the summer.
It’s nice and warm outside; the village plans events
all through the week such as the Mid-week Market,
Saturday’s Farmer’s Market, and Sunday concerts in
Scoville Park. The parks all around Oak Park are absolutely
gorgeous for pick-up games or relaxing and reading.
AL: I absolutely love Oak Park during the fall season. It
is that perfect kind of warm where everyone can wear
whatever they want: sweatpants, shorts, sweatshirts,
t-shirts, sandals, or sneakers, and still be comfortable.
There are tons of sports games, and just going for a walk
is a nearly effortless pastime that anyone can enjoy.









Want more? Read more about growing up in the OP...
online! Visit TheOakParker.com.

GrowingUp in Oak Park: Tales from the Natives

We know Oak Park is a
diverse and progressive
community.
Find out how we got that way!
Award-winning Suburban
Promised Land is available at
www.oprfhistory.org or
call the Historical Society of
OPRF at 708.848.6755.
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CONGRATULATIONS
to the Oak Park Regional Housing Center on 40 years
of outstanding service to the Oak Park Community.

The Oak Park Residence Corporation markets
over 500 apartments in 21 distinctive
buildings throughout beautiful Oak Park,
Illinois. Our updated vintage buildings offer
modern amenities while retaining classic Oak
Park architecture features.
Visit our website or call our marketing
department today!

www.oakparkrc.com • (708) 386-6061
21 South Boulevard, Oak Park, Illinois 60302
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BizDirectory
Support Local Enterprises

Accommodations

Education

Carleton of Oak Park
1110 Pleasant Street
Oak Park | 60302
www.CarletonHotel.com

The Language & Music School
150 N Oak Park Avenue
Oak Park | 60301
708.524.5252

Tennis & Fitness Center
301 Lake Street
Oak Park | 60302
www.TenAndFit.com

Sarantos Studios
405 South Boulevard
Oak Park | 60302
www.SarantosStudios.com

Food & Drink

Oak Park and River Forest
High School
201 N Scoville Ave, Oak Park
www.OPRFHS.org

West Suburban
Medical Center
3 Erie Court, Oak Park
www.WestSubMC.com

State Farm Insurance
Terry Lemley
708.393.3163
www.TerryLemley.net

The Buzz Cafè
905 S Lombard Avenue
Oak Park | 60304
www.TheBuzzCafe.com

Financial

Health & Wellness

Services

Women’s Business
Development Center
8 S Michigan Avenue, Chicago
www.WBDC.org

Religious/Spiritual

The Kinderhook Tap
800 S Oak Park Avenue
Oak Park | 60304
www.KinderhookTap.com

Community Bank of OPRF
1001 Lake Street
Oak Park | 60301
www.CBOPRF.com

Third Unitarian Church
301 N Mayfield Avenue
Chicago | 60644
ThirdUnitarianChurch.org

Louie’s Grill
7422 W Madison Street
Forest Park | 60130
708.488.8889

Mortgage Resource Group
7544 W North Avenue
Elmwood Park | 60707
708.452.5151

Unity Temple Unitarian
Universalist Congregation
www.UnityTemple.org
www.RentUnityTemple.com

Oak Park Jewelers
101 S Marion Street
Oak Park | 60302
www.OakParkJewelers.com

Marion Street Cheese Market
100 S Marion Street
Oak Park | 60302
MarionStreetCheeseMarket.com

US Bank
104 N Oak Park Avenue
Oak Park | 60301
708.383.5400

Vajrayana Kadampa Buddhist Ctr

Suburban Pet City
6632 Roosevelt Road
Oak Park | 60304
708.524.5353

Prairie Bread Kitchen
103 N Marion Street
Oak Park | 60302
PrairieBreadKitchen.com

Health & Wellness

Shopping

13 Harrison St, Oak Park
www.MeditateInChicago.org
Free meditation instruction Sun 10a.

Transportation/Travel

Services

Compass Eye Care
603 Madison Street
Oak Park | 60302
www.CompassEyeCare.com

InSphere Insurance
Edward D. Morrison
708.606.6431
InSphereIS.com/emorrison

Greenline Wheels
105 S Marion Street
Oak Park | 60302
www.GreenlineWheels.com

Oak Park Fitness Company
Tommaso Sanna
708.515.1989
www.OakParkFitness.com

Leonard Creativeworks
Forest Park | 60130
708.488.9645
www.LeonardWorks.com

Loro Auto Works
1029 South Boulevard
Oak Park | 60302
www.LoroAutoWorks.com

Dominican University
7900 W Division
River Forest | 60305
www.Dom.edu

Park District of Oak Park
218 Madison Street
708.383.0002
www.OakParkParks.com

Lillian Flowers, Psychic Consultant
Life/Business Coach
708.715.5705
www.LillianFlowers.com

Tan Travel
Lydia Villanueva
708.386.6363
www.TanTrvl.com

Dr. Bill’s Learning Center
18 Lake Street
Oak Park | 60302
708.434.0336

Rush Oak Park Hospital
520 S Maple Avenue
Oak Park | 60304
www.ROPH.org

The Historical Society of
Oak Park and River Forest
708.848.6755
www.OPRFHistory.org

Puree’s Pizza & Pasta
1023 Lake St, Oak Park
708.386.4949
PureesPizzaAndPasta.com

Education

BizDirectory: Support Local Enterprises
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We represent the Oak Park, River Forest real estate market with over
100 years of experience and the most innovative services in the industry.
Nobody knows it better than Coldwell Banker, so get to know US!

L to R: Jamie Hogan, Kelly Fondow, Ramona Fox, Zak Knebel, Greer Haseman, Patti Sprafka Wagner

7577 Lake Street, River Forest, IL 60305
(708) 366-0400 • www.coldwellbanker.com

Like us on Facebook and
Download our Free APP

Congratulations to the Oak Park Regional Housing Center
for 40 years of exceptional service in our communities.

We Proudly Support
Oak Park Regional
Housing Center
As a local bank we welcome new opportunities, provide innovative solutions to our clients, and adapt quickly.
We understand your banking needs - call us today.
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Mend Your
Cred
Taking the time to improve your credit score can help you
save a considerable amount of money. By improving your
score you can receive lower interest rates and speed up
your credit approval. This is to your advantage!
The Consumer Federation of America and Fair Isaac
Corporation (FICO) says, “A credit score is a number that
helps lenders and others predict how likely you are to
make your credit payments on time.” You should always
have an idea of what your credit score is, and check often
for any credit items on your report that are derogatory.
You can get a free copy of your annual credit report from
www.annualcreditreport.com.
There are three reporting agencies that compile your
credit score: Trans Union, Experian and Equifax. It’s
important to know your score from all three agencies.
While each bank or creditor may have different credit
requirements for lending, they will all review a score from
one or more of those agencies.
Credit scores are compiled by analyzing the credit-related
information on your credit report. The FICO rating system
is most frequently used. There are five areas of your credit
that make up your FICO credit score.

$1

Your payment history – about 35%
Here’s where whether you pay your bills
come into play. Are your credit accounts
either delinquent or not paid on time? Do you
have any bankruptcies or judgments? These
derogatory occurrences will have a negative
impact on your credit score.

$2

How much you owe – almost 30%
How close are your credit accounts to their
total credit limits? Do you have high balances
on your credit cards? If you’re trying to
improve or maintain a positive rating on your
credit report, you should try to keep your
balance about 50% of its total credit limit.

$3
$4

$5

Length of credit history – about 15%
The longer your credit history, the more
likely it will increase your credit score.
New credit – only about 10%
There’s no need to run out and establish new
credit if you already have existing credit. You’d
be better off catching up on your payments or
maintaining a strong payment history on your
existing accounts. Remember, length of credit
history makes up a higher percentage than
new credit. Only in cases of having no credit
on your report would you need to establish a
credit history with new credit accounts.
Other factors – only makes up another 10%
Having a mix of credit types, such as installment
loans like a mortgage, a car note or personal
lines of credit can boost your score, too.

Mending your credit may make a huge difference in your
finances. An improved credit score may potentially lead
to reducing the deposit required by utility companies,
increase your chance to snag that perfect apartment, and
increase your opportunities to obtain better credit card
deals, better auto loans, or stronger mortgage offers.
By Bernard D. Headley II

Community Lending Specialist for Community Bank
of Oak Park and River Forest

MendYourCred: What You Need to Know About Your Credit Score
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OwnIt:

HAS GONE
LEADING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
WITH MOBILE MARKETING!
John Lawrence Broker/Owner
1. SEE A QONNECT

2. SCAN THE QONNECT
With The Free Reader
You’ve Downloaded
On Your Smart Phone

3. YOU’RE QONNECTED!
View Our Listings And
Entire Mls From Your
Phone

Dale Anderson
Meredith Conn
Lorraine Cooper
Monica Dalton
Michael Dmyterko
Jannie Earl
Mitch Goldstein
Trevor Good
Donna Karpavicius
Barbara Kohut
Gene Lawrence
Jeanette Madock
Linda Marcangelo
Alice Fox Mcmahon
Riley Mockler
Sarah O’Shea Munoz
Robert Paluch
Jessica Rivera
Janet Walters Rouse
Donna Serpico
Pauline Trilik Sharpe
Ryan Vaskovsky
Alex Waterloo
Victoria Witt

101 N. Oak Park Ave, Oak Park, IL 60301
708-848-5550 • www.weichertrealtorsnickelgroup.com

34 THE OAK PARKER |

T

here has never been a better time to buy a house
than 2012. While the foreclosure crisis has been
hard for many, it has also created a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity for first-time homebuyers. Home prices have
decreased dramatically and interest rates are at historic lows.
To buy a home in today’s market, you need to save for a down
payment, and learn about the fundamentals of 21st century
homeownership.
There are a few steps that you must take to properly prepare
for homeownership. This basic checklist is a start—but it
is no substitute for the benefits of working with a housing
counselor.
aCheck your credit using your free credit report (see
page 31 for more info) to determine if there are any
outstanding issues you need to address. Determine
what actions will clear up old credit issues.
aPrepare a budget to save for your down payment and
closing costs. Create a budget that fits your lifestyle.
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Margaret McSheehy
Broker, CRS
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Recognized by
the National Trust for Historic Preservation
as a member of
the Historic Real Estate Program

aEnroll in a homebuyer education class to be sure you will
understand all of the terms and acronyms thrown your
way by real estate agents and mortgage lenders (visit
westcookhomeownership.org).
aChoose a reputable and responsible home buying team.
You should feel confident you have a trustworthy set
of partners including real estate agents, lenders, and
inspectors.

(708) 848-0190

www.HistoricHomesRealty.com

Serving Oak Park the small town community
boasting world class accomplishments

aPrepare for the costs of homeownership. Get ready to
deal with minor repairs, saving for a rainy day, and more.
Luckily, our West Cook Homeownership Center can guide you
through this entire process! The WCHC is a HUD-Certified
nonprofit agency you can trust. We can help you navigate
the complex word of mortgages and real estate so that you
can enter homeownership with knowledge and confidence.
We even have some money to offer qualified borrowers to
reduce the amount you will need to save. You can receive
from $9,000 to $35,000 in free assistance depending on your
income.
By Rob Breymaier

Life | Health | Retirement | Long-Term Care

Licensed Independent Agent
708.606.6431
emorrison@insphereis.com
www.InSphereIS.com/emorrison
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They say that moving is one of the top three most stressful
events in your life, following only divorce and death. But
good advice and proper planning will reduce the stress of
your next move. A great first step is to register at the Oak
Park Regional Housing Center to find your next rental
home in Oak Park. At the Housing Center, you can receive
a wealth of information about renting in Oak Park and
gain access to community resources. When you’re ready
to move, the staff at the Housing Center is ready to help
you find your place.
There are two main methods of moving: the friends and
family plan and the move it for me plan. Using the first
method, you borrow a moving vehicle from a rental truck
company. Then you, your friends
and your family pack your stuff,
put it in the truck, drive it to your
next place, unload the truck,
and unpack. Phew! The second
method requires a little more
money, but a lot less huffing
and puffing on your part. Select
a reputable moving company
to show up the morning of the
move, load your stuff onto a
truck, drive it, and unload it into
your new place. Some movers
even help you pack. Of course
there are pros and cons for
each method, so here are some
suggestions to make either method work for you.
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Scenario #1: Tim rented a large moving truck. After a long
day of moving, he was exhausted. That’s probably why
Tim drove the truck under a bridge that had a clearance
level lower than he could fit and tore off the roof of
the truck. Luckily, Tim had purchased the maximum
insurance, and it paid for all of the damage.
Lesson #1: If you are renting a truck, opt for the additional
insurance. Most people do not have prior experience
driving a large truck, especially a 19- or 24-foot diesel
moving vehicle. The insurance is a small price to pay to
avoid serious extra costs.
Scenario #2: Jane was a planner. She knew she needed
to move June 30th so she reserved a truck from her local
rental company for the big move. The day-of, she awoke
early and went to pick up the truck. Even so, when Jane
arrived, the company representative told her that they
were out of trucks! She had to drive to the next town to
pick up one at another store. Despite her planning, Jane
was inconvenienced on an already stressful day.
Lesson #2: Even if you have a reservation to pick up a
rental truck, the company still might not have the right
size truck at that location for you. Always call a day or two
before your move to confirm there is an ample supply of
trucks for the planned date, including the size you need.
A local truck rental company recommends that you
reserve the truck “at least two weeks prior to Moving
Day,” and warned, “the last few days of the month are
always busy, especially from May through September.”
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And rental truck companies are not the only ones who may
be busy. When choosing the friends and family method for
your move, give them plenty of notice. If you’ve got some
serious heavy-lifting for them to do, you should budget for
some food and drinks throughout the day. Providing water
isn’t a bad idea, either.
Scenario #3: Jim decided to hire a moving company. He
got a few online estimates and reserved a mover. Each
company asked Jim how much stuff he had and gave him a
price per estimated square foot of possessions. The moving
company showed up as scheduled, but they told Jim that
he underestimated the amount of property to move, and
the extra square footage would be priced at a higher rate.
When they were ready to go, they finally gave Jim a price—
over three times the original online quote. Since all of Jim’s
possessions were on the truck and he had to be out of
his apartment that day, he had no choice but to pay the
skyrocketed price.
Lesson #3: Avoid this type of pricing fiasco by soliciting
on-site quotes from at least three movers. Reputable
moving companies will visit your home and give you a
written estimate after seeing
all of the items that need to
be moved. But be prepared:
sometimes the price will
still be adjusted during the
actual move if unforeseen
circumstances occur. However,
you can ask the movers to add
a rider to your contract that
states a maximum cost for
the move; this will prevent
substantial surprise increases
in the cost of the move.
Scenario #4: Bailey was
moving from Texas. She was
told by the moving company
that it would take no more
than three or four days to
drive her stuff up to her new apartment. She planned
her move perfectly: she would be all settled before her
new job started on Monday. Unfortunately, the truck
had some mechanical problems and Bailey found out it
wouldn't arrive until Tuesday! She was stuck in an empty
apartment without a bed, furniture, and—even worse—
no work clothes to start her new job! Confident in all of
her planning, she had sent all of her clothes, jewelry, blow
dryer and other necessities with the truck—which was now
stuck in Kansas.
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Like a Good Neighbor. State Farm is There.
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Providing
Insurance and
Financial Services

Terry Lemley
State Farm Agent

Terry and his staff are
licensed and together have
over 75 years of State Farm
experience.

(708) 383-3163 • fax (708) 383-2107
Email: terry@terrylemley.net
www.terrylemley.net
www.statefarm.com
191 N. Marion, Oak Park, IL 60301
(Just N. of Lake St.)
Mon., Tues., Wed. & Fri. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Thurs. 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.

State Farm Mutual Automobile • Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company • Bloomington, IL • statefarm.com
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during the move. Better yet, if you currently have renters
insurance, do not cancel or change it until you are moved
into your new place—it covers your possessions rather
than the building they are in, so it can protect your
things as you move. Renters insurance might even be a
requirement as part of your new lease.

Lesson #4: Even with the best planning, you cannot
foresee and avoid every possible problem. Assume there
will be delays during your move. Pack a suitcase or a box
with clothes and toiletries so that you can survive until you
are reunited with your stuff or get everything unpacked.
Don’t send valuable personal items or documents with
movers.
Protect your things during the big move by purchasing
renters insurance before you go anywhere. Ask your
insurance agent if the policy will cover your possessions

Another insurance option to safeguard your move is to
purchase a policy from your moving company or your
truck rental company. One major national truck rental
companies offers daily insurance for $14 that covers all of
your cargo, as well as life, medical and collision.
Yes, moving can be stressful, but with proper planning and
the acceptance that sometimes that plan will have to be
amended, you might just be ready for the next big move.
Move online to find more packing and relocating tips at
TheOakParker.com.
By Michael D. Stewart, Tina Levy,
Gloria Garcia, and Meridian Herman Lupu

LookingAhead:
The Future of the Housing Center

T

his year, 2012, marks the Housing Center’s 40th
anniversary. It is an important milestone to be
sure. We’re proud of our role in promoting and
sustaining a diverse and integrated community over the
past 40 years.
On our anniversary, we are beginning our rededication
to ensuring that Oak Park continues to be an open and
welcoming community with abundant opportunity for
the next 40 years.
The Housing Center is critical to the values and prosperity
of our community. We are the only organization in Oak
Park solely dedicated to ensuring racial diversity in all of
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Oak Park’s neighborhoods. The work we do to integrate
the housing market today forms the foundation for Oak
Park’s stability and success in the future.
We look forward to engaging with the community
throughout 2012. Our success depends on your support.
We want to hear from you. And we want you to tell
your friends, relatives and neighbors how important the
Housing Center is to you and to our community. Together,
we can build upon our success and make the next 40
years even better for Oak Park.
By Rob Breymaier
OPRHC Executive Director

LookingAhead: The Future of the Housing Center

ur s card
o
r
o
p f reward
u
n
sig

make yourself at home

at marion street cheese market

bistro
cheese shop
gourmet grocery
catering &
corporate services
at your doorstep
green restaurant certified
100 s. marion street
oak park, il 60302
708.725.7200
marionstreetcheesemarket.com

cta green line harlem/lake
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metra up
up-w oak park

We offer a full range of bikes,
electric bikes, & neighborhood electric
vehicles to rent for recreation, sport,
touring, & getting around town.

…your adventure starts here!
Try Indoor Riding! All workout, no windburn.

105 S. Marion St. Oak Park, IL 60302

Just 1 block south of the CTA Green Line’s Harlem/Lake stop & Metra UP
UP--W Oak Park stop

40 THE OAK PARKER |
708.725.7170 greenlinewheels.com

